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Summer of service  
Students plan mission trips  
Buckley Wallace, Staff Writer  

Summer. A time we have all been waiting for. A time 

where we can sleep in, spend long days outside, and not 

have a single worry about homework that needs to be 

turned in on Monday. However, some teenagers have a 

busy summer planned ahead for them and for good reasons 

too. They are going on mission trips across the country. 

   Junior Kelly Fullingim is traveling to an area in Florida 

near Orlando. ñI am going with my church youth group 

from Lewisville Church of Christ for five days and we will 

be staying at a childrenôs home,ò Fullingim said. The cause 

of their travel to the Florida area is to help in the rebuilding 

of playgrounds and houses. 

   ñI went to Iowa to help after the floods, and although this 

is not the same exact cause, itôs still character building and eve-

ryone involved is benefiting from it,ò Fullingim said.  

   Going somewhere new also comes along with some of its own 

fears and Fullingim added that, ñthe kids will be different and I 

might not be able to relate very well.ò However, she said,ò I 

want to know how fortunate I am and have the satisfaction of 

knowing that I helped someone.ò 

   Another junior, Andie Thompson, will be jetting off to an area 

about three hours outside of Portland, Oregon to serve on the 

Young Life staff for a month. 

   ñI will be going to serve on staff at a camp for high school stu-

dents that havenôt been introduced to God,ò Thompson said. ñI 

wouldnôt exactly say that I am a mentor, but just a guiding light. 

And I am also hoping to grow in my own relationship with Jesus 

Christ.ò 

   She attended a camp like this last year that opened doors for 

her, and now she wants to go back and do the same for teenag-

ers. ñIôve never been involved in something like this to this ex-

tent and for this long,ò Thompson said. ñThis is going to be bet-

ter that other mission trips because Iôm helping others and grow-

ing within myself at the same time.ò 

   She admitted that she is a little scared because she wonôt know 

anyone, but other than that sheôs excited. Thompson added, ñI 

want to go back and help others experience the same thing and 

see others grow the same way she has.ò 

   Two freshmen, Lexie Ratcliff and Austin Stoops, will be trav-

eling with their church youth group to Westmoreland, Tennessee 

for a week.  

   ñMission trips are always a lot of fun,ò Ratcliff said. ñWe get 

to hang out and meet new people and help and give back to com-

munities. Mission trips really bring me close to God, and they 

show me how good I have it where I live and how blessed I am.ò 

   ñWe are going to be building houses and helping out with a 

vacation bible school for families there,ò Stoops said. ñAlso, we 

are hoping to have a good time while providing one for the oth-

ers as well!ò 

   Ratcliff and Stoops differed in backgrounds on mission trips. 

ñI went on, my first big mission trip last year. I think this should 

be pretty much the same just with different people in a different 

area,ò Ratcliff said. Stoops said that he hasnôt been on any mis-

sion trips before but, ñhopes itôll be a great experience.ò 

   They both said that they know this will be life changing for 

them and Ratcliff added that, ñseeing the kidsô smiles is the 

best!ò 

Academic UIL Team 

wins state  

championship  

For the third consecutive year, the  
Academic UIL team won first place at  
District, Region and State UIL meets.  
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Seniors Ethan Clark, Sally Smith, Meredith Wooley, Jordan Merka and 
junior Payton Pierce participated in a mission trip to Mexico last sum-
mer.  Several returning students will be taking missing trips of their 
own in the upcoming months.     Courtesy Photos  

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Pride-and-Prejudice-and-Zombies/Jane-Austen/e/9781594744495/?itm=3&USRI=pride+and+prejudice+and+zombies

