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No longer just a means of sur-

vival archery is now a competitive sport. 

The program began four years ago. It 

started with the Outdoor Education pro-

gram that students could take for a se-

mester. The course covered skills such 

as how to fish and cook and how to fire 

a bow and arrow. ñItôs a fun eventful 

program,ò said sophomore Dominique 

Griffin. 

    National Archer in the Schools Pro-

gram or NASP is a nation wide program. 

Over four million kids have participated 

in Archery through the NASP. It is de-

signed to teach International style target 

archery in physical education to students 

in kindergarten through twelfth graders. 

    This program was brought to Argyle 

High School by Scott McClure. ñI taught 

it for ten years and I saw the value of 

starting a program that gets them in-

volved,ò said McClure. 

    Everyone from kindergarten through 

sixth grade is being taught archery in 

physical education at AISD. All students 

in Middle School and High School that 

wish to participate must join the Outdoor 

Education class. ñI [joined because I] 

thought itôd be a good way to enjoy time 

with friends,ò sophomore Holly Hayden 

said. 

     Once a student joins archery they are 

normally back the next year. ñThisôll be 

year three for me, and I like it because 

we have awesome road trips,ò said Grif-

fin.  

    ñI like how itôs calming, so whenever 

youôre having a bad day you can just go 

and let go of it all,ò said sophomore 

James Thorpe, three year participant in 

Archery. 

    Argyle Independent School Dis-

trict is the only school district in Texas 

that has a gym specifically dedicated to 

Archery. This gym is located at the In-

termediate School and is called the Ar-

gyle Archery Arena or AAA. ñI created 

this gym because I love to see kids get 

involved,ò said McClure. 

     The gym opened at the start of this 

school year. Over the summer volunteers 

cleaned out the old gym and made it 

suitable for archery practice. Last year 

the Archery team hosted a pancake din-

ner and auction, and the proceeds were 

supposed to fund the studentôs trip to 

Archery Nationalôs but the event was 

canceled due to the swine flu. Instead 

the money funded remodeling the build-

ing. 

   Regular Archery practices are held 

every Monday at AAA from 5:30 to 

7:30. ñIt is open 

only to those who 

are NASP trained for safety,ò said 

McClure. Those who want to join and 

are not NASP trained can come to NASP 

training at AAA during the practices. 

    Every year NASP hosts state competi-

tions across the nation. Several schools 

attend the Texas state competition at 

Waco. At state there are three rounds 

with five arrows at each round and the 

target is ten meters away. Then there are 

three rounds of five arrows at each round 

with the target fifteen meters away. 

    Argyle has been state champions in 

Archery for two years in a row. February 

26 the Archery team returns to competi-

tion, hoping for repeat success. 

Archery is no longer archaic  

Dominique Church, News Editor  
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It was the first time Texas had 
seen snow on Christmas Day 
since 1926.  


