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      On Tuesday, January 2 at 4:53 p.m. a 

7.0 magnitude earthquake shook the little 

country of Haiti. The epicenter of the earth-

quake was only 15 miles from the Haitian 

capital city, Port-au-Prince. The earthquake 

completely demolished their capital and 

reduced many other surrounding cities, 

such as Jacmel and Carrefour, to rubble. 

   Within the first week after the earthquake 

another twelve smaller earthquakes hit.  

   By January 24, 150,000 bodies had been 

recovered from the rubble but the estimated 

death toll was over 200,000, and there is an 

estimated 194,000 injured. Haiti has about 

ten million inhabitants, which makes it 

about 1.2% killed and 2% injured. 

   Three million people in Haiti were af-

fected by this earthquake. About 500,000 

people are living in makeshift shelters 

around the capital city. 

   Before the earthquake, 75 percent of the 

people living in Haiti had already lived in 

poverty.  Now the country has very little 

income itself because much of their money 

came through trade, which is almost non-

existent right now because their main port, 

Port-au-Prince, was damaged by the quake. 

   The United States citizens responded 

immediately, offering as much help as they 

could. Within the first four days after the 

quake 150 million dollars had been raised. 

One fifth of this total revenue came from 

texting the Red Cross. When cell phone 

users send Haiti to 90999 they make a ten 

dollar donation to the Red Cross and the 

charge is tacked onto your existing phone 

bill.  

   The donation total is unprecedented com-

pared to the 30 million dollars raised three 

days after the Asian Tsunami and the 108 

million four days after Hurricane Katrina. 

But the donations have not stopped; within 

the first week charities had raised over 275 

million dollars for Haiti and the donations 

continue to come in. 

   The United States government played 

their part too by sending troops, medical 

supplies and even parking ships off the 

coast. One of these ships is like a floating 

hospital, with twelve operating rooms. 

   About 150 health care points have been 

set up, and they provide surgeries and first 

aid. On January 22nd the United Nation 

World Food Program provided two million 

meals to the Haitians. The United States 

Agency for International Development 

(USAID) provided 14,550 tons of food 

for about 1.2 million a couple weeks 

after the earthquake. 

   Argyle is even doing their part. 

United, a teen church group at Cross 

Timbers Community Church, is collect-

ing ñmedicine, money, and other neces-

sities to send to Haiti,ò said sophomore 

Rachel McGehee. Cross Timbers has 

also made a ten thousand dollar dona-

tion to Samaritanôs Purse, an interna-

tional relief organization. 

   The high school was also a collection 

sight for donations of medications and 

medical supplies that were sent to a 

local church and then shipped to Haiti. 

   Student Council will be selling Haiti t

-shirts at the Argyle Community Health 

and Safety Fair on February 27. All 

proceeds go towards the earthquake 

victims. UNICEF, United Childrenôs 

Fund, has drop boxes all over town, so 

that anyone can make a donation.  

   ñBecause I am unable to go over and 

help, I am doing everything I can here 

to help and to encourage others to get 

involved and help,ò said Pam Arring-

ton, the sponsor of Student Council and 

UNICEF. 

   ñOur church has a coin box and I 

made a donation. It made me feel good 

that I was able to make some contribu-

tion,ò sophomore Christian Stapleton 

said . 

   ñI texted óHaitiô to 90999. I actually 

did it more than once. It made me feel 

warm and fuzzy inside,ò said Business 

and Technology Teacher Brenda Spain. 

   ñEvery little bit helps,ò said Geometry 

Teacher Mrs. Clark. Anyone can make a 

small contribution in their own way by 

dropping off much needed supplies or even 

just donating through text. These little do-

nations add up and together can make a 

difference to those in Haiti. 

World unites to help earthquake victims  
Dominique Church, News Editor  
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On National Signing Day several students signed with various colleges.  

Sam Retzloff signed with Indiana University for track.  

Colbea Harris poses with her sisters, Paislea and Allea Harris, after signing with Texas A&M for track. 

Other students who signed include Tyler Sweatt, who signed with Sam Houston State for football. Blake Dunham signed with the 

University of North Texas for football. Brandyn Hinnrichs signed with Texas A&M-Commerce, also for football.  

Organizations  

Accepting Donations  

American 

Red Crossï 

by phone, text 

(óHaitiô to 90999) or mail in donations 

or 

www.redcross.org  

Help Haiti Nowï 

www.helphaitinow.org 

Action Against Hunger

ï www.actionagainst 

hunger.org 

Doctors Without Bordersï 

text ódobô to 90999 or 

www.doctors 

withoutborders.org 

International Medical 

Corpsï 

www.imcworldwide.org 

International Rescue 

Committeeï 

www.theirc.org 

Partners In Healthð

www.standwithhaiti.org 

United Methodist Com-

mittee on Reliefï new.gbgm-umc.org/


